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0363^6*fcS8HtAO*±'>^©»* (*»**) Hideaki Ohba: Bird's- 
eye-view of the tree-fern forest of Minami Iwojima island, the Volcano group, 
Japan (PL VI & VH). 
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In Minami Iwojima island (the Volcano group, Japan), tree-ferns are very 
abundant, particularly on the northwest slopes approximately from the middle 
elevation (ca 500 m) to the summit (917 m) as shown in Pis. VI and W. Tree- 
ferns are well distinguishable from other plants by the peculiar stellate crown 
even in such photographs. There are known two species of tree-ferns from 
this island: these are Cyathea Mertensiana (Kunze) Copel. and an endemic, C. 
Tuyamae H. Ohba, The latter shows a marked trend to produce numerous 
lateral branches (H. Ohba in J. Jap. Bot. 57: 321, 1982). So in plates C. Tuyamae 
bearing lateral branches is well distinguished from C. Mertensiana by its densely 
crowded stellate crowns. But the former without branches, if it is present, is 
hardly distinguishable from the latter because of the similarity of leaf-shape. 
The dominant trees with voluminous dark green crown in the plates are con¬ 
sidered to be Machilus Kobu Maxim., only partially Ficus boninsimae Koidz. 
and Eurya japonica Thunb. 

Explanation of plates VI-VII 

Plate VI. Vegetation on the northwest side below the summit of Minami 
Iwojima island, alt. 917 m, with dense tree-fern forest containing Cyathea Mer¬ 
tensiana (Kunze) Copel. and C. Tuyamae H. Ohba. 

Plate VI. The huge tree-fern forest on the northwest, steep midslopes of the 
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PI. VI 



H. Ohba: Tree-fern forest of Minami Iwojima Is. 
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PI. VII 



. Ohba: Tree-fern forest of Minami Iwojima Is. 















